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PROFESSOR MICHELLE OBERMAN 

 
MICHELLE OBERMAN IS A 1988 GRADUATE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 

MICHIGAN’S SCHOOLS OF LAW AND PUBLIC HEALTH.  HER BACKGROUND 
RANGES FROM THE IN-HOUSE HOSPITAL SETTING TO STATE GOVERNMENT 
CONSULTING, WHERE SHE HAS ASSISTED IN DRAFTING AIDS-RELATED 
LEGISLATION.  SHE SPECIALIZES IN HEALTH POLICY AND THE LAW, WITH 
PARTICULAR EMPHASIS ON THE INTERSECTION OF WOMEN’S AND GIRL’S 
HEALTH, POVERTY, CRIMINAL LAW AND PUBLIC HEALTH ISSUES. 

 
PROFESSOR OBERMAN’S PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES CENTER ON 

HEALTH LAW CONCERNS.  SHE IS A BOARD MEMBER OF THE HEALTH AND 
MEDICINE POLICY RESEARCH GROUP, AND A MEMBER OF CHILDREN’S 
MEMORIAL HOSPITAL’S INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW BOARD.  A 1996 RECIPIENT 
OF CORNELL UNIVERSITY’S YOUNG SCHOLARS AWARD IN ETHICS AND 
PUBLIC LIFE, SHE LECTURES TO A WIDE VARIETY OF AUDIENCES, RANGING 
FROM LAW SCHOOL FACULTIES TO HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS TO 
COMMUNITY-BASED INTEREST GROUPS.  

 
AS A FEMINIST SCHOLAR WITH A BACKGROUND IN PUBLIC HEALTH, 

PROFESSOR OBERMAN’S RESEARCH FOCUSES ON LEGAL AND ETHICAL ISSUES 
RELATING TO ADOLESCENCE, SEXUALITY, PREGNANCY, AND MOTHERHOOD.  
IN RECENT YEARS, SHE HAS WRITTEN ABOUT SUBSTANCE ABUSE BY PREGNANT 
WOMEN, STATUTORY RAPE, POSTPARTUM MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES AND THE 
LAW, INFANTICIDE, AND MEDICAL, ETHICAL, AND LEGAL CONFLICTS BETWEEN 
DOCTORS AND THEIR PREGNANT PATIENTS. 
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RONALD S. HONBERG, J.D. 
 

RONALD S. HONBERG IS NAMI’S NATIONAL DIRECTOR FOR 
POLICY AND LEGAL AFFAIRS.  HE HAS PRACTICED ADVOCACY LAW IN THE 
MENTAL HEALTH ARENA FOR OVER 12 YEARS.  DURING THIS PERIOD HE 
DRAFTED MANY AMICI CURIAE BRIEFS, PROVIDED TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO 
ATTORNEYS, AND WORKED WITH NAMI AFFILIATES CONCERNED WITH 
LITIGATION IMPACTING THE LIVES OF PEOPLE WITH SEVERE MENTAL 
ILLNESSES.  HE MAINTAINS A CLEARINGHOUSE OF CASES AND DEVELOPMENTS 
IN DISABILITY AND HEALTH LAW AND DEVELOPS TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
MATERIALS ON LEGAL ISSUES RELEVANT TO INDIVIDUALS WITH SEVERE 
MENTAL ILLNESSES AND THEIR FAMILIES 

 
AS DIRECTOR OF NAMI’S POLICY TEAM, MR. HONBERG OVERSEES 

NAMI’S FEDERAL ADVOCACY AGENDA AND ITS NEW CHILD AND 
ADOLESCENT ACTION CENTER.  AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL, HE DEVELOPS 
POLICY, IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE NAMI BOARD, ON A WIDE RANGE OF 
ISSUES INCLUDING CONFIDENTIALITY, INFORMED CONSENT, CIVIL 
COMMITMENT, RESTRAINTS AND SECLUSION, AND INSANITY DEFENSE 
REFORM.  ADDITIONALLY, HE ANALYZES FEDERAL AND STATE LEGISLATION 
AND REGULATIONS, DEVELOPS WRITTEN TESTIMONY, LEGISLATIVE ALERTS, 
AND OTHER SUBMISSIONS, AND REPRESENTS THOSE POSITIONS BEFORE 
CONGRESS AND THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH. 

 
MR. HONBERG OFTEN SERVES AS A RESOURCE TO THE MEDIA ON 

LEGAL AND POLICY ISSUES AND HAS APPEARED ON TELEVISION AND RADIO 
BROADCASTS SUCH AS NBC’S “THE TODAY SHOW”, ABC’S “NIGHTLINE”, AND 
THE CBS EVENING NEWS. 
 
 
 



BEFORE COMING TO NAMI IN 1988, MR. HONBERG WORKED AS A 
VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION COUNSELOR FOR THE STATE OF MARYLAND 
AND IN A VARIETY OF DIRECT SERVICE POSITIONS IN THE MENTAL ILLNESS 
AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES FIELDS.  A FORMER PRESIDENT OF THE 
MARYLAND REHABILITATION COUNSELING ASSOCIATION, HE SERVED IN A 
VOLUNTARY CAPACITY FOR SIX YEARS ON THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF ST. 
LUKE’S HOUSE, A PSYCHIATRIC REHABILITATION PROGRAM SERVING OVER 
400 CLIENTS IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND. 

 
MR. HONBERG HAS A JURIS DOCTOR DEGREE FROM THE 

UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND SCHOOL OF LAW AND A MASTERS IN EDUCATION 
FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND.  HE LIVES IN MARYLAND WITH HIS 
WIFE, LYNDA, AND THEIR TWO CHILDREN, DANIEL AND SARAH. 
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DR. DEBORAH GIORGI-GUARNIERI 
 

DR. GIORGI-GUARNIERI IS CURRENTLY ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF 
PSYCHIATRY, DIRECTOR OF FORENSIC PSYCHIATRY, DIRECTOR OF FORENSIC 
PSYCHIATRY RESIDENCY, EMERGENCY ROOM SUPERVISOR, MEDICAL 
COLLEGE OF VIRGINIA HOSPITALS AT THE MEDICAL COLLEGE OF VIRGINIA 
IN RICHMOND, VIRGINIA.  DR. GIORGI-GUARNIERI HAS PREVIOUSLY SERVED 
AS ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF PSYCHIATRY, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF 
FORENSIC PSYCHIATRY RESIDENCY, MEDICAL DIRECTOR OF THE 
COMPETENCY RESTORATION PROGRAM AT CONNECTICUT VALLEY 
HOSPITAL, SUPERVISING PSYCHIATRIST FOR FORENSIC FELLOWSHIP, AND 
CONSULTING FORENSIC PSYCHIATRIST TO THE CONNECTICUT 
DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH AND ADDICTION SERVICES, AT THE YALE 
UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE IN NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT.  

 
DR. GIORGI-GUARNIERI’S MEDICAL LICENSURE INCLUDES THE 

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, STATE OF CONNECTICUT (NOT ACTIVE), 
STATE OF LOUISIANA (NOT ACTIVE), DIPLOMATE IN PSYCHIATRY, AND 
DIPLOMATE IN FORENSIC PSYCHIATRY. 

 
DR. GIORGI-GUARNIERI RECEIVED A JURIS DOCTOR FROM THE 

WILLIAM AND MARY SCHOOL OF LAW AND DOCTOR OF MEDICINE FROM 
THE EASTERN VIRGINIA SCHOOL OF MEDICINE IN NORFOLK, VIRGINIA.  DR. 
GIORGI-GUARNIERI COMPLETED HER PSYCHIATRY RESIDENCY TRAINING AT 
THE LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY NEW AND THE ALTON OCHSNER 
MEDICAL FOUNDATION, BOTH IN NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA. 
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PROFESSOR MICHAEL PERLIN 
 

      MICHAEL L. PERLIN IS A PROFESSOR OF LAW AT NEW YORK LAW 
SCHOOL, AN ADJUNCT PROFESSOR OF LAW AT SETON HALL UNIVERSITY LAW 
SCHOOL, AND AN ADJUNCT PROFESSOR OF PSYCHIATRY AND LAW AT THE 
UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER MEDICAL CENTER, NEW YORK UNIVERSITY 
MEDICAL SCHOOL, AND THE NEW YORK COLLEGE OF MEDICINE. HE IS THE 
FORMER DIRECTOR OF THE DIVISION OF MENTAL HEALTH ADVOCACY IN 
THE NJ DEPARTMENT OF THE PUBLIC ADVOCATE, AND DEPUTY PUBLIC 
DEFENDER IN CHARGE OF THE MERCER COUNTY (TRENTON) NJ OFFICE. 
  

HE HAS WRITTEN A DOZEN BOOKS AND WELL OVER 150 ARTICLES 
ON ALL ASPECTS OF MENTAL DISABILITY LAW; HIS BOOKS HAVE WON SEVERAL 
MAJOR AWARDS, INCLUDING THE  1990 WALTER JEFFORDS WRITING PRIZE,  
THE 1995 MANFRED GUTTMACHER AWARD OF THE AMERICAN PSYCHIATRIC 
ASSOCIATION  AND THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PSYCHIATRY AND LAW (FOR 
THE JURISPRUDENCE OF THE INSANITY DEFENSE), AND THE 2001 OTTO 
WALTER WRITING PRIZE. HIS MOST RECENT BOOK, THE HIDDEN 
PREJUDICE: MENTAL DISABILITY ON TRIAL, WAS PUBLISHED LAST YEAR AS 
PART OF THE AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGICAL  ASSOCIATION PRESS'S LAW, 
SOCIETY AND  PSYCHOLOGY SERIES. 
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